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Abstract

multidimensional poverty in Egypt through interventions that are largely
aligned with the priority deprivation indicators identified in the National
Multidimensional Poverty Index (National MPI). According to the National
MPI, 21% of the population experienced multidimensional poverty in 2022,
with the highest levels of deprivation recorded in the dimension of decent
work and social protection (65.4%), followed by food security (48.8%), and
then access to basic services.

The analysis of responses from 58 staff members working in 14 civil society
organizations shows that CSO interventions primarily targeted the highest
deprivation indicators. This was achieved through programs focused on
vocational skills development, enhancing employment opportunities, and
supporting micro and small enterprises, in addition to efforts aimed at
reducing deprivation in the education and health sectors, particularly basic
education and child health outcomes.

The results also reveal variation in staff members’ understanding of the
concept of multidimensional poverty, as only 40% of respondents provided
definitions consistent with the conceptual framework of the National
Multidimensional Poverty Index. Despite ongoing challenges related to
limited financial resources, shortages of qualified human resources, and
restrictions on access to disaggregated data, 94% of respondents reported a
positive impact of their organizations’ interventions on the targeted groups,
while 91% positively assessed the contribution of civil society organizations to
reducing multidimensional poverty. These findings underscore the
effectiveness of civil society organizations as key complementary actors in
supporting and reinforcing national policies and strategies aimed at reducing
multidimensional poverty in Egypt.

The study recommends the following:

. Strengthening institutional capacity-building for staff on the concept of
multidimensional poverty and national deprivation indicators.

« Designing interventions that are aligned with the priorities of the
national multidimensional poverty framework.

- Enhancing partnerships with government initiatives, particularly “Haya
Karima” (Decent Life), to expand access to basic services and
infrastructure, as well as strengthening coordination among
organizations and improving data collection systems.

« Investing in monitoring and evaluation systems and strategic planning
processes to enhance organizations’ capacity to measure the impact of
their interventions and better guide program design and implementation.

Keywords:
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