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The role of free zones in achieving the economic goals of

sustainable development in Egypt
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Abstract:

The study aimed to analyze the role of the free zones in achieving the economic goals of sustainable
development in Egypt during the period (2015-2019), using the descriptive analytical approach, and
through studying the concepts, patterns and components of free zones and analyzing the current situation
of sustainable development plans and policies of free zones in Egypt. The study concluded that the free
zones contribute effectively in achieving the desired economic and development goals in Egypt. Which is
represented in diversifying the productive structure of the Egyptian economy and contributing effectively
in developing the Egyptian exports and enhancing their competitiveness in foreign market. In addition, it
is providing many suitable job opportunities; however, its role was limited in attracting foreign
investment, as well as contributing in the implementation of the policy of replacing imports, or accessing
to new foreign markets.

The study ended with a number of recommendations to enhance the role of free zones and maximize its
development impact in Egypt. Especially, after the crisis of Corona virus (Covide-19), which warns of a
global economic recession during the year 2020. The most important recommendations represented in the
importance of completing the programs of development and digital transformation within the existing free
zones, establishment of new public free zones, and coordination with the authorities of export
development to market the free zone products and help in openning new foreign markets. Also the
importance of working to deepen the local components production in the free zones, and the attraction of
new foreign direct investments in free zones, especially in the economic sectors which will boom globally
due to the effectiveness of Corona crisis.

Key words: sustainable development, public free zones, private free zones, free zones and
sustainable development.
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