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Abstract
Marble Industry in Egypt -Reality & Ptrospect : With application on
“Shag-al-Thoban Industrial Area”

Egypt is considered as an inexhaustible store for all kinds of ornamental stones, including marble,
granite, and diorite. Moreover, there are many other stones of historical fame - such as porphyry, breccias
serpentine and alabaster - that are highly demanded at all markets all over the world.

Ornamental stones are considered one of the most important mining sources in Egypt, due to diversity of
sources, kinds, and the huge reserves available. The importance of the ornamental stones industry stems
from the availability of different bases, such as the historical fame, the resistance of deterioration factors
across ages, the distinguished geographical location of Egypt, and its closeness to export markets. Most
importantly, however, is the availability of a distinguished industrial area containing many factories and
workshops for cutting and polishing marble and granite, that is the area of “Shaq-al-Thoban”, which enjoys
high rates of mining production. In fact, Egypt ranked the fifth in the field of ornamental stones, where
modern technologies are available for some factories, which achieve high levels of quality.

In Egypt, large quantities of marble raw materials are available in different kinds and forms
scattered all over vast areas of the Egyptian deserts. The Egyptian marble is famous for its unique beauty
characteristics, which qualifies it to occupy a distinguished rank internationally. As a result, marble industry
in Egypt is considered very important, as it enjoys many positive factors, such as the relatively specialized
labor and the low energy prices. Hence, it is a promising industry as a source of generating higher national
income, and absorbing more labor force in such a vital industry.

The marble industry in Egypt is mainly characterized with the presence of great differences in
the technology adopted by the size of the project, being small, medium, or large. In addition, there is a wide
range of methods adopted to extract marble in Egypt, where some projects depend on traditional methods of
extraction, such as using dynamite, while others use modern technologies in the field of marble extraction.
The same applies to the process of marble processing, where machines and equipments differ from one
establishment to the other, according to the level of technology.

It can be said that there is a great competition, which affects both supply and demand in the marble
industry. In fact, there are price competition, quantity competition, technological completion, and product
differentiation. In general, the higher the quality of the product and the lower the costs of production, the
higher the competitiveness of the marble producers and the greater the products differentiation will be.

To achieve such objectives, there is an urgent need to solve the problems facing the
marbleindustry at the national level in general, and in the area of “Shaq-al-Thoban” in particular. Such
problems relate to the areas of services, health, environment, security, marketing, finance, and corruption
fighting. Of course, this requires the interest of the political leadership as for the marble industry in general,
and the area of “Shag-al-Thoban” in particular - in order to open all the files of the problems faced by all
concerned agencies - to provide infrastructures, conserve environment, enhance competitive capacity to
export, attract more investments, create more job opportunities and reduce unemployment.

Thus, it can be concluded that we are facing a reality that needs to change its main features, by
providing a clear strategy and an integrated map to face the current challenges, in order to enhance a major
source of hard currencies, to achieve economic welfare and sustainable development.
Key word: Marble industry in Egypt. Marble mining in Egypt. The area of “Shaq-al-Thoban”, Egypt.

demand in the marble industry. In fact, there are price competition, quantity competition,
technological completion, and product differentiation. In general, the higher the quality of the product and
the lower the costs of production, the higher the competitiveness of the marble producers and the greater the
products differentiation will be.

To achieve such objectives, there is an urgent need to solve the problems facing the marble industry at
the national level in general, and in the area of “Shaq-al-Thoban” in particular. Such problems relate to the
areas of services, health, environment, security, marketing, finance, and corruption fighting. Of course, this
requires the interest of the political leadership as for the marble industry in general, and the area of “Shaq-
al-Thoban” in particular - in order to open all the files of the problems faced by all concerned agencies - to
provide infrastructures, conserve environment, enhance competitive capacity to export, attract more
investments, create more job opportunities and reduce unemployment.

Thus, it can be concluded that we are facing a reality that needs to change its main features, by
providing a clear strategy and an integrated map to face the current challenges, in order to enhance a major
source of hard currencies, to achieve economic welfare and sustainable development.
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VALUATION OF THE MARBLE INDSUTRY IN EGYPT", M.
Ph. Thesis in Economics. Cairo: The American University in Cairo.
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Zaalall t5aldl) ¢ pmn Al delia pailad ($Y400) adu Gyl (i sk
Sy Al 485 5y

Al delia et Cus o jiae b ala)l delial Tiis Lolia) Lo 48,50 028 o0
&Y Aleal) DS e delial) culii] Al Lalll ey ol G cleliall a8 o
Gl Jie V) Z Ly clsdl sk @lld 8 Loy o 1) anfill seds ae Ll () 28BS
dcbiall Gou ) Jsddl) OIS ¢ jan b Apalall L cppdiall Plag L Gulall wda <DL
alatl) & et ol Vs edllia OIS iy . Ginal) myll hals ) Cansy L Lo
dclia Chay (Kays - alad) e sl Zhatin dulee ) 4ol Aala (Jladll oSl
Aadliall Aapday 3S By shplaie Chlatiall i (AplSiaY) bl jae 8 KAl
leli) ST Jsaall ilse conpal Gl L dusale Jgan gilse clling caliny) A8l s
ou3 Sy gpad) aall ded (e ae saly Glhall Sl léay) uip e
O ol Hediis badas Cilegyiad pald Jidal ela) & A8y ) 5)geay deliall Ul
S mapall Jawgiall aladiuly (%0VY,YE) G el JW Gy e sl il
il ulieS gyl 8 ol 2lal) Jaes IS5 cAdlanll colylae D Al daadll
Gllua alatinly ¢ seaall 3ilall oY) aall oy Ly (% £9,)7) e las ladiye cigay)ll
dcluall & AdSil) JSe eday (Al 2al ey (%YT,09) sy calall dilall Jane
G ) Al aladiuly ¢ Glaill Ale a5 ae oJyshall Ja¥) b ddau il AdSH) aaly
e a5 Jl s daad) 3o G 8 DA ganll Janad) (S5 . pDhag
skl pe Aleall e Glang (V,0) Ldae day of e JWI Gy e N2 (V0 00)

pladiu) (siue e Jufiisal) Gect 8ysemy sl 53a0 el A5 dale ddiay,

AR



"ol iy e luall dilaid) " e Gadaily ' Jsalally 81l " e L ala ) delia

Al alae pmse paay lovie cadipall Tl aalis o adgh Sy AEL )l
L LJU

Sasi G ApSiaY) Audliall Gou JS pailady jas )l delia Caiaiy
@lail) Cbabiaily deghre dudlially iiall ol (e Adle dajas Ausale Jsda alse
(G o BaS dian oSl ) cpaiall LS (ge Qi oae iyl Yy
Dlay L Gsudl 3 Galin Al syaaall GG o € ae dlia AT Lali G
dcbiall Flyl Gialss cuilS Ly diaidie Gaald) Jsin alse Cul€ cdpualall diw el
LBsndl Jsall Cdlal) o Usill 1an 8 Jaall (ppelfinnall dagie 550 Ayliag 138 (IS5 Andlpe
A o dusale Goudl Jsaa gilse Compal (gpadll agall Ao (miad s s,
I Alaall BES o JlEY) ) BLRYL ady Gl atae Gunlil slladll d)liny)
Ll ) 48l

Gl) ) & Uil Sse sal) aaall Jawgie Jiaal) g piall uall Jlanll iy
O 28 P gand) Janall padi 5 138 (jag o dlagy S ) Al aladiuly (Y, Y
(V,0) el Jag QW) s (g 93 2ms (V00 ) IS o bl edaally JWall ) 35
dare Clilua aladliuly Ayyall Jd 4l Hd5e el G5 pldl e Allaall (e 32ag
Blall Jare alatinly o gaad) 2lall S aall Ly ((%£9,)) I daad A3l silad)
alainly 8)3al) Ay giad) syl ialsd Cul€y L (%YT,14) opd8 Silall Sl las jelay el
o el Al Y Al V) b Loaidie ey L sas (%0 Y,YE) Jla HLEN) e il
RE O [P KPS PI W3 L

Agmglal) 3lsall 585 ae ald D sas QLKL jae L)) delia g,
Ao ek Qb XSy Al i) dpatill 38a01 L) e DLl agall 3)sall 1a aplal iy
Sty -Jlaall 138 8 Arans QLT Gaallall 3ol 5380 Lty Sane iy Sletl inal
S ) bl Qaas o e A Ged) Jida 0o apall ) Aadipall L)l a5 o
Acigalls Al deshaall ey piall Jaa Cum cond) W33 (Y 13 (535 o Sy 36 liS
Alaall (3 gully daigally Al Ao daall Cile g plall o Laiy Al IS a3 Clpalially
delia ald O (VD pren by AyKiaY) Ludliadl ) L doasdid) sl cld,
Ve g€ Lol by Jyshal) Ja) 8 jeae b dgudli ] ols,

'Y



ol Julal) sgaa — (YAS) o, Apalilly Jaydadl) Lliab Aleides

4-  Mashaly, A.O., Shalaby, B.N. and El-Hefnawi, M.A. (2012)
"Characterization of the Marble Sludge of the Shaq EIThoaban
Industrial Zone, Egypt and its Compatibility for Various Recycling
Applications”, in:Australian Journal of Basic and Applied Sciences,
6(3).
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