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Abstract:

The current era is known as the era of the information revolution and technological
development, which imposed many challenges and rapid changes among the countries of the
world. This information revolution may push the cultural industries forward strongly with its
great potential in the production and dissemination of culture, and may lead to the emergence
of new concepts of cultural production completely different from those that have prevailed since
the era of the industrial and technical revolution.

Hence the importance of this study to investigate the extent of the impact of digital technology
on the book as a cultural product, determining the readers’ preference for e-books at the
expense of paper books or vice versa, and identifying the problems they face in obtaining the
book.

A theoretical framework was presented that included the cultural industries, book industry,
digital transformation and the digital divide. This study is a descriptive analytical study, and the
sample consists of 120 individuals, the questionnaire tool was used to collect data.

The research concluded that the majority sees the future of the book in preserving the paper
and electronic book together with the use of each as needed. Despite the tremendous
technological development and the excessive use of modern means, most of the respondents
prefer paper books with their use of electronic books, which proves the extent of clinging to the
paper book and not neglecting it, but rather preserving and preferring it, and that talking about
its demise or its complete replacement with the electronic book is still early.

The challenge remains for the publishers that produce e-books to preserve the copyrights of
their electronic products in front of the readers' lack of keenness and inattention to the source

of e—books.

Keywords: Culture, Cultural product, digital transformation, e—book, electronic book
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