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Abstract

Cooperation in establishing economic blocs, whether regional or international, is a feature of
development in the international community, and COMESA is considered one of the important
regional blocs in the african continent, by knowing about COMESA agreement, its benefits,
studying the development of trade exchange between Egypt and these countries and developing a
future vision to benefit from the agreement is one of the most important goals for this study.
Whereas, the subject of the study was not sufficiently studied to find solutions for it to evaluate
the volume of foreign trade between Egypt and COMESA countries and how to fully benefit from
the implementation of this agreement. The deductive approach was used based on the calculation
of some indicators to evaluate the volume of foreign trade with COMESA countries in preparation
for putting forward a vision to increase the penetration of Egyptian exports to the countries of this
bloc. The study concluded that Egypt has a revealed comparative advantage in the production and
export of some commodity groups, as well as Egypt enjoys the high value of its export similarity
index with some of the bloc countries. Also, there is an increase in trade complementarity index
between Egyptian exports and COMESA countries 'imports at rates higher than the trade
complementarity index between Egyptian imports and COMESA countries' exports. The study
recommended overcoming logistical problems, which is one of the main causes of weak trade
exchange. as well as reducing the internal obstacles that exporters deal with, reduce obstacles
related to access to African markets.And improving the reality of the investment climate and
increasing the attraction of foreign direct investment.

Keywords: Foreign Trade - COMESA- Export Similarity Index- Trade Complementarity
Index
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dslaad) Gala

2019 - 1997) 838 IS LusasSll Jgag pan o Sl lslly cufalial) dad Alas) sk (1) B Jgan

(
¥ (gaalls dauil)
el dies ) mas | WA e | ] i |
paa Blad aaa ) Al chilall | alylll aalall S sl
) Al e ) ) e a
% aladl aa Aladl % LupasSl
1.85 13203 3907 49.5 -107 212 105 1997
1.52 16480 3195 39.6 -130 215 85 1998
1.42 15963 3536 409 -117 197 81 1999
1.43 13964 4694 48.6 -92 179 87 2000
2.31 12720 4141 41.1 -163 276 113 2001
2.77 12496 4678 38.7 -210 343 133 2002
2.71 10893 6161 105.3 12 225 237 2003
2.09 12841 7680 116.0 32 199 231 2004
2.40 19812 10646 145.0 134 299 433 2005
1.99 20594 13720 185.1 204 239 443 2006
2.08 27033 16168 147.3 172 363 535 2007
3.52 52828 26303 143.1 494 1147 1642 2008
3.77 44951 24206 267.6 1188 709 1897 2009
4.20 52998 27309 250.8 1451 962 2412 2010
2.75 62251 31570 184.6 767 907 1673 2011
3.43 72453 30622 271.7 1631 950 2581 2012
3.31 66180 29018 334.9 1701 724 2425 2013
2.74 73842 27646 281.8 1324 728 2052 2014
2.41 74374 21987 290.9 1133 594 1727 2015
2.56 71357 22502 273.1 1114 644 1757 2016
2.41 66565 26278 269.0 1023 605 1628 2017
2.66 81910 29304 183.9 876 1044 1920 2018
3.07 76390 30505 190.8 1024 1128 2152 2019

Aibide e dun el slacl) bl gl sl — olas¥ly delal) Liaaill Gl Sleall t aead)

( 2019 -1997 ) O 8RB Lssa sl g0 & doa A0 Bilatl el Ldide lus it (2) @EJ Jssa

Y50 O saladl Al
“‘J;:‘lm“"“ 70 ) 1t Jar gial) Jaal) ‘h'/‘“ﬁt‘in““ asjlf;"“" g | cal | gl
49.6 0.27 0.13 79770 213 106 1997
495 0.24 0.12 89188 215 106 1998
40.9 0.21 0.08 95039 197 81 1999
476 0.23 0.11 104752 237 113 2000
411 0.27 0.11 102273 276 113 2001
38.7 0.38 0.15 90261 343 133 2002
105.3 0.26 0.28 85163 225 237 2003
116.0 0.24 0.28 82855 199 231 2004
145.0 0.32 0.46 94127 299 433 2005
185.1 0.21 0.39 112902 239 443 2006
147.3 0.27 0.39 137055 363 535 2007
1431 0.67 0.96 170797 1147 1642 2008
267.6 0.36 0.96 198316 709 1897 2009
250.8 0.42 1.05 230024 962 2412 2010
184.6 0.37 0.68 247726 907 1673 2011
271.7 0.34 0.93 278769 950 2581 2012
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| 334.9 | 0.25 | 0.84 | 288007 [ 724 | 2425 | 2013 ]
(2019 —1997 )i 8381 A LusasShl Jg3 aa duaylad) Blail ola) e il giliis(2) ) Jaa 2l

Q‘J;:‘i:‘ j"‘ Z‘f”“ 7t sl Baau giall Jaal) ‘h;“::dt‘in‘d' “sj_lf;:"“ sl | ctal | el

4 g ) Q
281.8 0.24 0.67 305567 728 2052 2014
290.9 0.18 0.52 332075 594 1727 2015
273.1 0.19 0.53 332484 644 1757 2016
269.0 0.26 0.69 236528 605 1628 2017
183.9 0.42 0.77 249713 1044 1920 2018
190.8 0.37 0.71 303092 1128 2152 2019

Adlisg slae) - dpa jaldl 3 jladll bl 4 gindl 3 8l - claan) g ddadl Ll (6 K jall Jleall  jaiadll
S sl il il - A all el
Gl dae) (e - Jgaall

: (2019 - 2010 ~2000) Alse¥) IS LousasSl gas g5 yuan (3o IS SR Fusnslll Baal ppa el iltiz(3) o) Jssa

EGYPT Burundi Comoros Eswatini

NSO 2000 | 2010 | 2019 | 2000 | 2010 | 2019 | 2000 | 2010 | 2019 | 2000 | 2010 | 2019
Agricultural products 136 | 219 | 2.06 | 939 | 9.62 | 480 | 503 | 538 | 574 | 509 | 2.05 | 3.63
Food 1.07 | 226 | 218 | 11.11 | 11.00 | 560 | 6.43 | 653 | 6.70 | 493 | 1.87 | 3.57
Fuels and mining products 3.06 | 1.72 | 1.95 | 0.00 0.39 | 0.62 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.08 | 0.06 | 0.06
Fuels 360 | 1.83 | 225 | 0.00 | 0.13 | 0.22 e 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.06 | 0.05 | 0.07
Manufactures 047 | 064 | 0.71 | 0.00 | 0.09 | 0.12 | 0.10 | 0.36 | 1.07 | 0.73 | 0.68 | 0.97
Iron and steel 114 | 1212 | 1.09 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.76 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.05 | 0.00 | 0.00
Chemicals 0.65 | 1.21 | 1.57 0.00 0.18 0.05 | 0.00 | 0.86 | 2.89 | 217 | 3.12 | 4.22
Pharmaceuticals 056 | 0.31 | 0.27 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 Na 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.01

Machinery and transport 002 | 013 | 0.19 | 0.00 | 009 | 0.10 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 030 | 0.23 | 0.08 | 0.06
equipment

Office and telecom equipment 0.01 | 002 | 0.29 | 0.00 | 0.09 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.02 | 0.01 | 0.01
Electronic data processing and

office equipment 0.00 | 0.02 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.02 | 0.00 | 0.02
Telecommunications equipment | 0.02 | 0.02 | 0.81 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 o 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.05 | 0.00 | 0.01

Integrated circuits and 000 | 0.01 | 0.02 | 0.00 | 000 | 0.00 | ¢ | ~¢ | 000 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
electronic components

Transport equipment 0.01 | 0.04 | 0.02 | 0.00 | 0.18 | 0.14 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.45 | 0.10 | 0.04 | 0.05
Automotive products 0.01 | 0.05 | 0.03 0.00 0.14 0.14 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.65 | 0.14 | 0.05 | 0.04
Textiles 3.22 | 296 | 2.78 0.00 0.00 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.95 | 0.17 | 1.15
Clothing 194 | 2.08 | 227 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 445 | 1.17 | 3.91
:(2019—2010—2000) alss¥) DA Luwagsll paad Jga9 pman (e JSI 5iaUaY Aol Biaal) e cilus e :(3) aEJ Jo> als
Ethiopia Kenya Madagascar Mauritius
Ll ie 0 2000 | 2010 | 2019 | 2000 | 2010 | 2019 | 2000 | 2010 | 2019 | 2000 | 2010 | 2019
Agricultural products 9.81 9.18 8.91 7.109 | 6.25 | 594 | 424 2.79 4.09 2.13 3.52 | 3.38
Food 9.91 | 10.02 | 8.73 8.02 | 6.16 | 5.38 | 4.92 3.02 4.49 2.65 416 | 3.81
Fuels and mining products 0.06 | 0.05 0.02 | 077 | 0.30 | 0.78 | 0.37 | 0.66 | 1.85 | 0.02 | 0.05 | 0.10
Fuels Na 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.71 | 026 | 062 | 032 | 0.35 | 0.24 | 0.00 | 0.02 | 0.07
Manufactures 0.12 0.15 0.18 0.26 | 050 | 0.45 | 0.80 0.85 0.42 1.06 0.76 | 0.76
Iron and steel e 0.02 0.00 0.89 1.03 | 1.18 | 0.00 0.03 0.02 0.03 0.16 | 0.02
Chemicals 0.00 0.02 0.02 0.56 | 0.78 | 0.72 0.12 0.25 0.26 0.10 0.26 | 0.34
Pharmaceuticals 2 0.03 0.01 | 1.06 | 047 | 056 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.08 | 0.47 | 0.41
Machinery and transport 000 | 012 | 002 | 001 | 015 | 015 | 0.02 | 031 | 0.03 | 0.03 | 007 | 0.09
equipment
Office and telecom equipment ag 0.02 0.06 | 0.00 | 0.13 | 0.04 | 002 | 0.02 | 0.01 | 0.01 | 0.08 | 0.14

Ef'z‘égggb‘;s;gfmcess'”ga”d % | 002 | 000 | 000 | 020 | 004 | 0.06 | 0.02 | 0.00 | 001 | 0.05 | 0.14

Telecommunications equipment 2 0.02 0.18 | 0.01 | 0.16 | 0.05 | 0.00 | 0.05 | 0.01 | 0.01 | 0.18 | 0.24

Integrated circuits and electronic | . | 09 | _: | 000 | 001 | 002 | 0.00 | 000 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.01 | 0.04

components

Transport equipment e 0.06 0.00 | 001 | 0.14 | 0.14 | 001 | 0.28 | 0.03 | 0.03 0.03 | 0.06
Automotive products 0.00 | 0.08 | 0.00 | 001 | 013 | 0.14 | 0.00 | 0.11 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.01
Textiles 0.17 | 0.62 | 047 | 0.62 | 0.70 | 048 | 481 | 158 | 0.99 | 215 | 198 | 3.64
Clothing 0.00 | 0.22 227 | 017 | 158 | 223 | 1224 | 13.06 | 7.09 | 19.87 | 1255 | 9.52
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Zambia Zimbabwe Malawi Rwanda
IRRlEATEIR 2000 | 2010 | 2019 | 2000 | 2010 | 2019 | 2000 | 2010 | 2019 | 2000 | 2010 2019
Agricultural products 121 | 077 | 092 | 6.99 | 279 | 2.74 | 1059 | 9.00 9.90 e 4.38 4.15
Food 114 | 0.81 | 091 | 706 | 251 | 293 | 13.11 | 10.47 | 1142 e 4.99 4,52
Fuels and mining products 3.20 | 414 | 461 | 091 | 1.65 | 2.25 0.04 0.56 0.02 N 1.69 1.42
Fuels 0.11 | 0.03 | 0.09 | 0.11 | 0.09 | 0.09 0.03 0.01 0.00 N 0.04 1.03
Manufactures 0.28 | 0.14 | 0.23 | 0.39 | 051 | 0.20 0.13 0.14 0.10 N 0.13 0.18
Iron and steel 0.00 | 0.09 | 058 | 4.17 | 2.33 | 247 0.00 0.07 0.00 e 0.12 0.43
Chemicals 0.05 | 017 | 043 | 0.30 | 0.06 | 0.03 0.09 0.14 0.12 e 0.06 0.13
Pharmaceuticals 0.00 | 0.01 | 0.02 | 0.22 | 0.03 | 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 N 0.00 0.00

Machinery and transport

; 0.06 | 0.06 0.09 0.06 | 0.04 | 0.05 0.07 0.08 0.09 N 0.11 0.11
equipment

Office and telecom

equipment 001 | 000 | 001 | 001 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.02 | 0.04 | 0.03 aL 0.06 0.08

Electronic data processing

; : 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.01 | 002 | 0.01 | 001 | 0.00 | 0.08 | 0.10 N 0.09 0.03
and office equipment

Telecommunications

: 0.00 | 0.01 0.02 0.01 | 0.00 | 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.00 N 0.09 0.21
equipment

Integrated circuits and

electronic components 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.01 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 [ 0.00 | 0.00 oL 0.00 0.02

Transport equipment 004 | 0.03 | 0.05 | 0.05 | 0.05 | 0.05 | 0.10 | 0.06 | 0.09 N 0.15 0.15
Automotive products 0.04 | 003 | 006 | 006 | 0.03 | 0.01 | 0.06 | 0.07 | 011 g | 019 0.17
Textiles 1.62 | 0.02 | 0.05 | 0.69 | 0.34 | 010 | 044 | 0.17 | 0.27 a¢ | 0.00 0.16
Clothing 1.13 | 0.00 | 0.01 0.76 | 0.09 | 0.12 1.12 0.77 0.13 e 0.00 0.17

:(2019-2010-2000) alse¥) SIS LussagSl) aaad Jga9 pan (a0 JSI 3L dnudl) aall pdide luws & ¢ (3) @3) Js 2l

Seychelles Sudan Tunisia Uganda

INDICATOR 2000 | 2010 | 2019 | 2000 | 2010 | 2019 | 2000 | 2010 | 2019 | 2000 | 2010 | 2019
Agricultural products 7.50 6.19 6.85 3.80 0.52 5.78 1.10 0.93 1.18 8.50 6.80 6.40
Food 9.59 7.51 8.00 4.22 0.49 5.81 1.31 1.06 1.33 8.97 7.51 6.98
Fuels and mining products 240 | 188 | 1.06 | 455 | 428 | 0.68 1.02 0.78 | 045 | 084 | 0.34 | 0.39
Fuels 3.09 2.40 1.37 5.82 5.48 0.84 1.17 0.91 044 | 0.70 035 | 047
Manufactures 0.05 0.11 0.27 0.09 0.00 0.03 1.06 1.16 1.22 0.07 047 | 0.27
Iron and steel 0.00 | 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.13 0.45 0.48 0.23 1.77 1.46
Chemicals 0.17 0.02 0.02 0.01 0.00 0.02 1.17 0.98 0.65 0.11 0.30 | 0.30
Pharmaceuticals 061 | 008 | 005 | 0.03 | 0.00 | 001 | 0.05 | 0.06 | 014 | 0.15 | 0.08 | 0.18

Machinery and transport 005 | 017 | 050 | 0.12 | 0.00 | 005 | 034 | 086 | 1.10 | 0.06 | 037 | 0.11
equipment

Office and telecom equipment | 0.00 | 0.02 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 0.06 057 | 043 | 0.00 | 0.54 | 0.04

Electronic data processing 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 000 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 001 | 009 | 0.05 | 0,00 | 0.10 | 0.04
and office equipment

Telecommunications

. 0.00 0.07 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.11 1.33 0.83 0.00 1.37 0.05
equipment

Integrated circuits and

) 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 0.07 0.20 | 035 | 0.00 | 0.02 | 0.02
electronic components

Transport equipment 012 | 045 | 146 | 034 | 0.00 | 0.26 0.11 033 | 0.72 | 0.08 | 0.32 | 0.20
Automotive products 0.00 | 000 | 005 | 0.02 | 0.00 | 0.18 0.12 028 | 043 | 0.08 | 0.38 | 0.13
Textiles 0.00 | 000 | 000 | 011 | 0.00 | 0.00 1.09 164 | 147 | 010 | 045 | 0.30
Clothing 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 1243 | 811 | 586 | 0.00 | 0.08 | 0.07
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WTO Database According to Revision 3 of the Standard International Trade Classification (SITC-Rev3)
Online Data Access:https: //data.wto.org/

(2019-2010-2000 ) alse¥) I35 LussagSh 53 b g dpuaal) cfibial) Sl s s il :(4) ady Jaa

Libya Congo Djibouti Eritrea
INDICATOR 2000 | 2010 | 2019 | 2000 | 2010 | 2019 | 2000 | 2010 | 2019 | 2000 | 2010 2019
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