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Abstract:

The issue of disability is one of the issues that affect the development of countries most,
and their inclusion in sustainable development plans has become a must in the context of
statistics in the first global report on disability that 15% of the world's population lives with
some kind of disability (World Health Organization, 2015). The Egyptian census indicates
that disability statistics are estimated at 10.6% of the population with a disability from simple

to absolute (Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics, 2017).

With socio—economic challenges, access to culture can be a wonderful and effective tool
for encouraging individuals and fostering a sense of cohesion within a community. Access
to culture is a fundamental right for everyone, and a major focus of the cultural development
map. Culture stakeholders have made serious and important steps towards integrating and
empowering persons with disabilities in their activities. However, much effort and practices
are required to promote equitable access to culture, meet needs and overcome obstacles

that prevent their effective participation.

This research aims to shed light on the obstacles facing the cultural development of persons
with disabilities, and the extent of their impact on the integration of persons with disabilities
into cultural programs and activities and their empowerment of their cultural rights at the

levels of participation and cultural production.

According to the nature of this research, the research method is descriptive method, with
the historical approach, through knowing the development of the concept of disability from
a social perspective, the development of international and local legislation, and studying the
social and cultural barriers of people with disabilities, by describing them, identifying their

causes, and concluding the results.

The research found that the pursuit of cultural development for persons with disabilities
requires setting policies based on the values of diversity, respect for difference, justice and
equal opportunities. The policy of inclusion is a necessity, and a basis for achieving cultural
justice. The research recommended adding standard indicators to the culture axis in the
Egypt 2030 strategy, to measure the extent of persons with disabilities accessing culture,

and the extent of commitment to equal opportunities, inclusion and non—discrimination.
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