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Abstract

The study aimed to shed light on the most important features of the
current situation of wheat production, consumption and import in Egypt, as
well as analyzing the current status of programs to support food commodities
and bread in Egypt, and presenting the development and modernization that
these programs have witnessed; Starting with the implementation of the bread
and food commaodities subsidy system in 2014, and the reforms that followed;
In order to rationalize the food support system in Egypt and make it reach its
beneficiaries, in addition to monitoring and analyzing the extent to which the
new system achieves its planned goals to achieve the sustainable development
goals of eradicating hunger and poverty, explaining the positives, negatives
and obstacles that faced the application of the system, and ways and
mechanisms to improve the efficiency of the food support system and enhance
its effectiveness in improving the standard of living of the targets of that
system, in addition to developing a proposal on the future of food support
programs in Egypt in light of the challenges and international changes; Such
as the rise in global food prices to unprecedented levels as a result of the
Russian-Ukrainian war, in addition to presenting the efforts of the Egyptian
state to confront these challenges, with a focus on the measures and decisions
taken by the Egyptian government to achieve food security and self-
sufficiency in the main food commodities, especially wheat.

The study concluded that, Despite the important role played by the food
subsidy system in Egypt in achieving its goals of establishing the foundations
of social justice and improving the standard of living of the poor and
marginalized groups through the eradication of hunger and poverty; However,
more efforts are still required to achieve the desired benefit, especially in light
of the crises experienced by our contemporary world, in light of the high rates
of poverty in Egypt, in addition to the outbreak of the emerging Corona virus
(Covid-19) at the beginning of 2020, and its consequent impact on the
movement Global trade and food supply chains, Up to the war between Russia
and Ukraine - the largest exporter of wheat to Egypt. The study also found
that the best way to protect the poor, relieve the burden on the low-income
and reduce their need for support; It is the achievement of rapid and equitable




economic growth, which contributes to the shift from subsidizing the prices
of goods and services to conditional monetary support.

Finally, the study presented a number of proposals and recommendations
that would support decision-making in reforming the current food support
system and improving its efficiency and effectiveness; The most important of
them: the development of various paths that included maintaining the current
system with the introduction of some reforms, such as motivating citizens to
rationalize consumption of bread, replacing bread points with food supplies,
expanding the use of wheat substitutes in subsidized bread such as mixing it
with corn, barley and quinoa, or replacing bread rations with a quantity certain
rice. In addition to benefiting from advanced modern technology, whether in
the cultivation of wheat, or in raising the efficiency and effectiveness of the
bread and food commodity subsidy system for the provisions of controlling it
from manipulation and waste, in implementation of the principle of
governance and achieving the goals of sustainable development, As well as
improving the efficiency of the inspection and control process over the stages
of the production and distribution chain of bread, periodically updating the
lists of food subsidies beneficiaries, purifying databases of ration card holders,
and reducing the number of annual beneficiaries of bread subsidy, by
excluding high-income groups who are not eligible for support, and
conducting Expanded community dialogue on ways to develop the food
support system, and design and launch a media campaign in order to shed light
on the justifications and benefits of switching to the conditional cash support
system for bread, and justifications for moving and raising its price, which
requires the need to formulate a joint social protection strategy among all
parties to the system, including ministries and relevant bodies, To ensure that
support reaches those who deserve it.




