[bookmark: _GoBack]Abstract 

	Title of the study
	Activating the Role of Civil Society to Deal with the Problem of street Children in Egypt with Reference to Some International Experiences

	Researcher 
	Soad Abd elaty Ahmed Badr

	Supervisors 
	Prof. Mogedda Emam Hasaneen

	Degree
	Master degree in planning and development

	University 
	Institute of national planning

	Academic year
	 2021

	The problem of the study is that the problem of street children is a serious problem in the short and long term, and it has a different impact on society; Therefore, it deserves attention and study in all its dimensions in order to reach appropriate solutions due to its dangerous negative effects on others and society.
The problem of street children is considered one of the important social problems that have spread in all developing and developed societies alike, as this problem is considered a reflection of the social changes that these societies have experienced in recent times, the most important of which negative impacts are the increasing rates of homelessness, delinquency and crime.
The problem of street children has become one of the problems that pose a global threat, which necessitates confronting it and addressing it within the framework of concerted local and international efforts and the integration of the state and its agencies with civil society to address this problem.Consistent with the problem of the study, the study aimed to identify the developmental role played by civil society represented in social care institutions that belong to NGOs and which deal with the problem of street children and to determine the roles they play and the effectiveness of these roles and their impact on homeless children.
The study reached a number of results, the most important of which are: 
weak coordination between NGOs that deal with the problem of street children, weak focus on the needs and interests of street children, and activating funding for social care institutions and training, and the study recommended providing a network that includes institutions working in the field of child care. homeless, raising the efficiency of workers, improving the level of services, programs and activities provided to street children.
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Summary
The problem of street children is considered one of the important social problems that have spread in all developing and developed societies, as this problem is a reflection of the social changes that these societies have undergone in recent times, the most important negative effects of which are the increasing rates of streetness, delinquency and crime.
There is no doubt that the problem of street children is growing rapidly and it was necessary to confront this problem and address it and work to find quick solutions to it. Social, and the difficulty also lies in not knowing their whereabouts because they are moved from one place to another and a number of them commit crimes that may lead them to prison and because they are sometimes invisible as they work as servants in homes or factories or engage in prostitution, especially females, and for what was previously mentioned its impact on society and its security.
Hence the concerted efforts and integration between the state and civil society represented in the civil associations that sponsor social care institutions, which have a great impact on society and try to solve the social problems that it is exposed to, such as the problem of street children
It is clear that the social care institutions that follow the civil society working in the field of care for street children play multiple roles in order to monitor and verify the violations that this group of society is exposed to and the problems they are exposed to in the street. Therefore, they strive to address this problem by adopting strategies And mechanisms, including building a database for these children and their actual number in society and trying to develop programs and services provided to these children, in addition to seeking to build the capacities of those institutions and associations working in the field of street children’s care from building capacities (financial - human - defensive - administrative... .and others).
Despite this, there are many difficulties confirmed by previous studies that hinder civil society institutions from exercising their role, and among these difficulties are the weak degree of cooperation, coordination and communication between street child care institutions, weak capabilities of the social worker, lack of continuous development in programs and activities, and a group The regulations and laws regulating work, the lack of sufficient financial resources to support programs and activities, the lack of experience in exchanging expertise and experiences between NGOs responsible for social care institutions, and the lack of open channels of communication between institutions,whether governmental or private, and the weak degree of coordination and communication, both within the association, between officials and workers on the one hand, or between children, the external community, and the concerned parties concerned with the problem).

Consistent with the problem of the study, the study aimed to identify the developmental role played by civil society represented in social care institutions that belong to NGOs and which deal with the problem of street children and to determine the roles they play and the effectiveness of these roles and their impact on street children.

From what was previously presented, it becomes clear that the problem of street children is a problem that threatens the security and stability of society, affects its production and causes it to have many other societal problems. In turn, to solve problems that may be difficult for the state to find solutions to, especially this problem that appeared in the Egyptian society as a phenomenon and developed into a problem with deep roots and causes, and from this it can be said that there is a problem that requires study, analysis and finding solutions to it.
Justifications for choosing the subject of the study:
The justifications that prompted the researcher to do this study are as follows:
· The problem of street children is considered one of the most serious problems, because it affects the security and stability of society.
· The lack of research and social studies that dealt with the integration between the state and civil society to deal with the problem of street children.
· The steady increase in the number of street children.
· Identify the requirements necessary to activate the role of civil society to deal with the problem of street children, in a way that achieves the goals of civil society, and is reflected on children.
· Theoretical and field background of the researcher in the field of care for street children and civil society associations that care for this category of children.
Objectives of the study:
The objectives of the study can be summarized as follows:
· The objectives of the study are determined in a main objective of “activating the role of civil society to deal with the problem of street children in Egypt in the light of some international experiences. This is done through the following sub-objectives:
· Determining the characteristics of street children in the study community.
· Identify the role of social care institutions in caring for street children.
· Understand the developmental role of social care institutions in preparing the integration of children into society.
· Identifying the main problems within social care institutions from the point of view of workers and specialists.
· Determining the main problems within social care institutions from the viewpoint of workers and specialists in social care institutions.
· Identifying the obstacles of the role of social care institutions with street children from the point of view of experts and specialists.
· Reaching proposals to activate the role of social care institutions with street children from the point of view of experts and specialists.
· Reaching a set of determinants and proposed implementation mechanisms to activate the role of civil society to deal with the problem of street children in Egypt in the light of some international experiences.
Study Methodology:
The study relied on the descriptive approach that fits with the nature of the subject, where the information was used to describe the theoretical background of the subject, collect special data, and then tabulate and interpret them in order to answer the study's questions and then draw conclusions and recommendations.
The current study was organized in successive and regular steps, as follows:
The study was divided into eight chapters, in addition to a list of references and a list of appendices
Based on the importance of the subject of the study, the first chapter is divided into four chapters as follows:
The first chapter is devoted to the general framework, while the second chapter deals with civil society and the care of street children. The third chapter deals with the reality of the problem of street children, while the fourth chapter presents the theories and models that explain the problem of street children.
The second chapter is divided into four chapters as follows:
The fifth chapter deals with the methodological procedures of the study in terms of the study type, its methodology, tools, fields, and the statistical transactions used. And presented the study tables related to the developmental role of the institution in the reintegration of the street child into society. Chapter seven deals with a presentation of the study schedules related to the main problems within social care institutions. It also presents the study tables related to the obstacles of the role of social care institutions with street children from the point of view of experts and specialists. And proposals to activate the role of social care institutions with street children from the point of view of experts and specialists.
The study reached a set of results, the most important of which are the following:
· The results of the study found that the proposals to activate communication between social care institutions were represented in training employees in institutions on the communication process, followed by providing the necessary funds for the communication process, followed by providing a network of institutions working in the field of street child care, followed by the use of specialists trained in the communication process. Followed by the provision of modern devices that help in the communication process. The proposals to activate communication between social care institutions, which came at a low level, consisted of holding meetings between officials of institutions to exchange ideas about the communication process, followed by holding the necessary training courses in the field of communication technology.
· The results of the study also found that the proposals to activate coordination between social care institutions consisted in organizing joint projects between institutions, and working to increase the resources and capabilities necessary for the process of coordination between institutions, followed by providing the necessary resources and capabilities for the process of institutional coordination, followed by organizing training courses for workers to clarify the importance of coordination. Followed by the continuous evaluation of the process of coordination between institutions. The proposals to activate coordination between social care institutions, which came at a low level, were represented in working to bring views about the goals to be achieved, followed by reducing competition for resources between institutions.
· The results of the study found that the proposals to activate the financing of social care institutions were represented in the optimal use of the institution’s resources, followed by the increase of joint projects between institutions, followed by the use of experts in the feasibility study to establish projects that institutions could invest their money in, followed by the involvement of the business sector in some projects. Among the social care institutions, which came at a low level in the institution's ability to self-finance its programs, followed by the use of businessmen to finance some projects.
· The results of the study found that the proposals to activate training in social care institutions were represented in holding training courses for workers to provide them with the necessary skills, followed by increasing the resources and capabilities needed to hold training courses, followed by providing modern equipment to carry out the training process, and proposals to activate funding between social care institutions, which came at a low level In seeking the assistance of experts when holding training courses, followed by providing the necessary number of those conducting these courses.

The study reached a set of recommendations, the most important of which are:
· Providing a network of institutions working in the field of care for street children.
· Raising the efficiency of workers in both governmental and private institutions working in the field of street child care.
· Improving the level of services, programs and activities provided to street children in government and private institutions.
· Working to solve the problems that both governmental and private institutions suffer from.
· Facing the internal and external needs of the institution, such as: the need to achieve integration and coordination between its services, and the need to form successful relationships with other institutions in the community.
· Facing the difficulties that social workers face in practicing work with street children in institutions, including: financial difficulties - administrative difficulties and routine control, and the dominance of administrative work over technical work - difficulty communicating with the outside community - professional difficulties especially with street children - the need for development The continuous programs needed by street children - the lack of skills of the social worker - the stagnation in the regulations and laws regulating work within the organization).
· Providing the necessary funding for institutions working in the field of street child care, which helps them achieve their goals.
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