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Abstract

The study aims to review the foreign trade situation of the Arab countries in the last twenty years,
and it reflected the strengths and characteristics in the Arab countries, as well as the weakness and
factors affecting them, in addition to the opportunities available to them and the threats they face
through the SWOT analysis and then moved to the reference The role of trade in light of the

sustainable development goals and the expected scenarios for Arab foreign trade in the future.

The study has come up with important findings:



First- Exports of countries will be affected by no less than 50%, and the most important trading
partners of Arab countries such as China, the United States of America and European Union

countries, which will account for more than 65% of the total Arab exports, will be affected.

Second -The continued spread of the Corona virus will have a negative impact on the economies of
the world in general and the developing and Arab countries in particular, as it will not bear its budget

due to its long-term confrontation.

Third - It will also lead to the loss of many jobs worldwide and high unemployment rates, especially
in the fields of tourism, transportation, and service and logistics, and switching to work from home in

some other jobs.

Fourth- If the spread of the virus recedes quickly, it is expected that this will lead to a gradual rise in

the economic indicators, and free international trade will witness a recovery, which will positively

affect the export status of the Arab countries and as well on the Arab Foreign trade.
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Chart 1 - World merchandise trade volume, 2000-2022
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Press release

— Trade set to plunge as COVID-19 pandemic upends global economy-WTO
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